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Our National Games

The Gaelic Athletic Association (Cumann Luthchleas Gael) is normally referred to as the GAA. The first meeting of the GAA was held in Hayes’ Hotel in Thurles, Co Tipperary. Football and hurling were officially organised in 1884.                                                                                                                 
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 The founders of the GAA included

 Michael Cusack, who was the first Secretary, Maurice Davin, the first President and Dr Thomas Croke, who was the first patron.
Michael Cusack
                                                   Archbishop Croke
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In 1887, the first All Ireland Championships were staged .Tipperary beat Galway in hurling and Limerick beat Louth in football. 
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In 1913, the GAA bought Croke Park in Dublin for three and a half thousand pounds.
The McCarthy cup was first played for in the All-Ireland hurling final in 1921.Limerick beat Dublin to become the first cup holders.
Croke Park 1924
The Sam Maguire cup was first played for in the All-Ireland football final in 1928. Kildare beat Cavan in the final. Cavan beat Kildare in the 1935 final

Kildare V Cavan in 1935
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In 1938, Michael O’ Hehir commentated on his first match.

It was the all Ireland football semi final between Galway and Monaghan in Mullingar. He became one of the best known commentators on GAA matches.
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The only all Ireland final played outside Ireland was in 1947. This all Ireland football final was played in the polo grounds in New York, where Cavan beat Kerry.

All-Ireland final New York
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In 1960, Down defeated Kerry to capture their 1st all Ireland championship.
They were the 1st northern county team to take Sam Maguire cup across the border into Northern Ireland.
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In 1970, the most famous hurler of modern times was born. His name is DJ Carey and he plays for Kilkenny.

In 1977, the all Ireland football final between Dublin and Armagh was the first all ticket final.
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In 1981, Kerry won their fourth All Ireland football final in a row. In 1982, when going for five in a row, they were beaten by a last minute goal by Seamus Darby from Offaly.
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In 1984, Ireland’s best footballers travelled to Australia and played three test games. Australia won the series 2-1.
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In 1991, there were four games between Meath and Dublin in the Leinster football championship. Over 200,000 attended the four games. Meath beat Dublin in the fourth game.



Croke Park has recently been revamped with new stands and new playing surface. The stadium is one of the biggest and most modern in Europe. It holds over 80,000 people. 

County Colours
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Westmeath                Armagh                            Derry
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Tyrone                                Kerry                       Limerick            
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Galway                         Mayo                         Antrim
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Dublin                         Kilkenny                      Monaghan
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Cavan                            Cork                          Donegal
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Fermanagh                   Meath                     Kildare
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Tipperary                         Clare                          Carlow
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Waterford                    Wexford                      Offaly
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Longford                       Louth                         Leitrim
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Wicklow                             Sligo                                    Down
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Roscommon                   Laois
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Christie Ring, Cork
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                                    Micheal O Muircheartaigh 

                         Has succeeded Micheal O hehir as the                                    
                         voice of the GAA. He commentated on                 

                         the minor matches for many years.                             


         Today he commentates on RTE Radio 

                          1.

Pat Spillane, Kerry

8 All Ireland medals each

Activity A
Write the names of players from:
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The Sound of Sunday
Micheal © Muircheartaigh

IETA Winner - Best Sports Feature






Activity B
1. What do the letters GAA stand for?

2. Where was the GAA founded?

3. Name three founders of the GAA.

(a)                          (b)                           (c) 

4. Who won the first all Ireland in: 

(a) Football?  ____________

(b) Hurling? __________

5. What country was the first to win the Sam Maguire Cup? ____________

6. Name a Famous past and present GAA commentator.

(a)_____________________  (b)  _________________________ 

7. One all Ireland football final was played outside Ireland.

(a) Where?

(b) When?

(c) Who won?

8. Name the first team from across the border to win an all Ireland football title.
9. What country does DJ Carey play for? __________________________________________________

10. Who won the series between Australia and Ireland in football in 1984?_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. In 1991, which teams played each other four times in the Leinster football Championship? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. How many people can Croke Park hold? _______________________________________________

Activity C 

1. In your copy book, write a short story about the famous players from your country and the number of All Irelands won to date.

(a)  Hurler

(b)  Camogie player

(c)  Footballer (male) ______________________ (female) ______________________________

Activity D 
GAA Quiz 

(1) Name a player who won eight All Ireland hurling medals. __________________

(2) Name a player who won eight All Ireland football medals. __________________

(3) What country wears the black and amber colours? __________________

(4) Give the correct country name for the following: 

(a) Royal Country  __________________________________

(b) Lily Whites      __________________________________

(c) Rebel Country  __________________________________ 

(d) Garden Country _________________________________

5. Name the current President of the GAA. ________________________________________

6. Name the All Ireland Champions from last year. ________________________________________

(a) Football ________________________

(b) Hurling ________________________

7. Give the 

(a) Name of your local club team, _______________________

     (b) Colours of your local club team, _____________________
Activity E 

Word search 

The Names Of The Eight Counties Are Hidden In The Word search. Te Initial Letter Of Each County Is Given To You IN The Box Below. When You Have Found The Eight Counties, Write The Name Of Each One And The Province In Which It Is Located In The Box.

	B
	R
	A
	Z
	C
	E
	C
	O
	R
	K

	G
	K
	E
	R
	R
	Y
	H
	B
	W
	I

	S
	Y
	Z
	M
	K
	D
	G
	D
	F
	L

	E
	L
	Q
	R
	V
	M
	C
	O
	S
	D

	X
	K
	P
	W
	T
	A
	G
	W
	N
	A

	J
	F
	T
	J
	D
	Y
	C
	N
	D
	R

	A
	W
	O
	C
	Q
	O
	P
	U
	E
	E

	N
	X
	A
	F
	T
	M
	J
	O
	P
	L

	T
	S
	M
	W
	N
	V
	N
	B
	Z
	V

	R
	W
	O
	F
	F
	A
	L
	Y
	N
	T

	I
	Y
	R
	L
	P
	J
	T
	R
	F
	H

	M
	T
	C
	Z
	S
	Q
	W
	Y
	A
	O

	O
	Z
	G
	A
	L
	W
	A
	Y
	W
	R


	County
	Province

	C
	

	O
	

	A
	

	M
	

	K
	

	G
	

	K
	

	D
	


MUNSTER                    LEINSTER                CONNAGHT                 ULSTER








